
In a matter of days, 
we will begin the 2020-
2021 school year, and there is 
no  doubt that this year will be vastly 
different and challenging than years 
past. Yet, we remain excited to 
begin the year and embark on new 
opportunities for student learning.

The value of in-person school-based learning services 
afforded to our families is undeniable, and we would 
like nothing more than to welcome back all of our 
students and staff to our campuses, but we can only do 
this when it is safe to do so. Lincoln County has a high 
COVID-19 status right now. We will continue to work 
toward the ultimate goal of delivering district-wide in-
person instruction to all students and will monitor and 
evaluate public health conditions to keep you informed 
as to when it is possible. Until that time, we will utilize a 
spectrum of educational models designed specifically 
to provide the flexibility needed to pivot back and forth 
between methods of instruction, as health and safety 
conditions permit. 

The Russell – Tyler – Ruthton School District will begin 
the school year utilizing an in-person educational 
system at the Elementary School in Ruthton and a 
hybrid educational system at our Middle School and 
High School buildings. It is very important that we 
keep our elementary building open with in-person 
learning so that parents can go to work and support 
their families. The hybrid model will cohort our MS/HS 
students into smaller groups to minimize the number 
of students on campus at any one time; thus giving 
greater safety to all students and staff. This startup will 
look and feel much different from last spring’s distance 
learning plan.  Our expectations for teaching and 
learning are higher, we are better prepared to deliver 
quality instruction, and our students are experienced 
in these models of instruction.  

As with any new school year, there are requirements 
and procedures that must be observed including the 
following:

 ◆ Governor Walz’s mandate of all students and 
    staff must wear masks when in our buildings.
 ◆ The ability of parents being flexible as we 
    change our delivery systems due to COVID-19.
 ◆ The need to change school start times to  
    keep our transportation of students secure/
    safe.
 ◆ The requirement that all parents must screen 
    daily their students before sending to school. 
 ◆ The following of the MN Department of Health 
    & MSHSL guidelines to operate our schools. 

We can’t wait to get the new school year started!  We 
miss our students, we want them to come back to 
school, and we want all students to be successful with 
learning.  Let’s work together to make this a great year 
for all students. 

Great Time to be a Knight! 

Sincerely,
David A. Marlette

David A. Marlette
RTR Superintendent  
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2020-21 RTR Public Schools Annual Notification
Indoor Air Quality: The RTR Public Schools has developed an indoor air quality 
management plan for the district. The management plan addresses policies and 
procedures that will be used in the school to address indoor air quality issues. 
The Health and Safety Committee reviews the management plan and the Board 
of Education approves the plan for the 2020-2021 school year. If you have 
questions concerning the indoor air quality or would like to use the EPA Tools 
for Schools checklists on the indoor air quality, please contact the RTR Public 
Schools District Office. 

AHERRA Annual Asbestos: There was no asbestos removal in the school 
during the 2019-2020 school year. The updated Asbestos Management Plan 
for RTR Public Schools can be found in the District Office. The management 
plan can be reviewed, without cost or restriction, during the normal working 
hours. Any questions concerning this notice, or an explanation of our asbestos 
management plan can be directed to RTR Public Schools District Office. 

Pesticide: All Minnesota schools are required to inform parents/guardians 
and school employees that they may request to be notified prior to pesticide 
applications on school property. Pesticides include chemicals which are used to 
control insects, weeds, rodents, or other pests as defined by law (MS 123B.575, 
Subd. 9). In order to provide the required information, schools must maintain a 
list of parents/guardians and school employees who request notification. Schools 
must also provide information about individual pesticide applications upon 
request, including the name of the pesticide product, or the time and location 
of the planned application. An estimated schedule of pesticide applications is 
available for review or copying at the school office. 

Pesticides and non-chemical treatments may be used in combination in and 
around schools for a variety of reasons, including the control of pests that have 
the potential to bite, sting, spread disease, cause asthma, and/or trigger an 
allergic reaction. Pesticides may also be used to prevent or control damage to 
materials within the school building or to the school building itself, or to control 
pests or weeds that are seen as a nuisance. The long-term effects on children 
from the application of such pesticides or the class of chemicals to which they 
belong may not be fully understood. Children may be more susceptible to 
pesticides than adults due to their small size and rapid growth and development. 
Also, their playful behavior may expose them to more pesticide residues. 

To limit potential pesticide exposure, this school follows safety regulations to 
ensure pesticides are applied properly. All pesticide products that are used in 
and around school buildings are required to be registered with the Minnesota 
Department of Agriculture and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. In 
addition, school employees and certified and licensed applicators are required 
by state and federal law to comply with all requirements of the pesticide label, 
including sites, application rates, reentry intervals, posting, use of personal 

protective equipment, use restrictions, and disposal on the product label. 

EMPLOYMENT BACKGROUND CHECKS
It is the policy of the RTR School District to maintain a safe and healthful 
environment in the school district in order to promote the physical, social, and 
psychological well-being of its students.  
 
The school district requires that applicants for school district positions who 
receive an offer of employment submit to a criminal history background check. 
The offer of employment shall be conditioned upon a determination by the school 
district that an applicant’s criminal history does not preclude the applicant from 
employment with the school district.
 
A copy of the employment background check policy is on file in the district office, 
and available upon request.

E-LEARNING DAYS –Parent Notification
RTR Schools will implement e-Learning days for the 2020-2021 school year.  An 
“e-Learning day” means a school day where a school offers full access to online 
instruction provided by students’ individual teachers due to inclement weather. 
The RTR School Board has adopted an e-learning day plan along with consulting 
with the exclusive representative of the teachers. The school district may have up 
to five e-learning days in one school year. An e-learning day is counted as a day 
of instruction and included in the hours of instruction. The district’s plan includes 
accommodations for students without Internet access at home and for the digital 
device access for families without the technology or an insufficient amount of 
technology for the number of children in the household. Our e-learning day plan 
provides accessible options for students with disabilities.

DO YOU WANT TO STAY 
INFORMED?

Daily bulletins are sent out from each school via email. If you would 
like to receive the daily bulletin, please email your request to the 
building secretary listed below.

Jordan Lichtsinn, RTR Elementary School
jordan.lichtsinn@rtrschools.org

Julie Wieme, RTR Middle School – julie.wieme@rtrschools.org

Teri Schreurs, RTR High School – teri.schreurs@rtrschools.org

Daily bulletins can also be accessed on our webpage at:
www.rtrschools.org

WELCOME BACK TO SCHOOL
RTR Public Schools will open for the 2020 - 2021 school term 
on Wednesday, 
August 26th, 2020.  School will be in session all day for 
grades Preschool – Grade 12.  Bus routes, bus shuttles, and 
the school meal programs will start the first day of school. 
   
Teachers are reporting to work on August 24th & 25th for 
days of workshop prior to school starting.  Questions and 
concerns may be directed to the staff prior to school opening 
or anytime during the year by calling for an appointment with 
the building administrator:

RTR Elementary K-5, Ruthton
Principal Cristy Olsen, 507-658-3301

RTR Middle School 6-8, Russell
Dean of Students Darren Baartman, 507-823-4371

RTR High School 9-12, Tyler
Principal Daniel Bettin, 507-247-5911

Parents should login to their Parent JMC account and 
complete the 2020-2021 Online Registration Forms.

VOCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES
The RTR School District offers a variety of vocational opportunities through our 
Agriculture and Family and Consumer Science departments.
 
This is to notify students, parents, employees and the general public that 
these opportunities are offered regardless of race, color, national origin, sex or 
disability. Admission in the specific courses is determined by grade level, and in 
some cases completion of prerequisite courses.
 
The district has designated the following individuals to coordinate our compliance 
with federal laws on discrimination.
 
Section 504 and Title IX Coordinator
100 Strong Street, Tyler, MN 56178
507-247-5911
 

THE RTR KNIGHTS BOOSTER 
CLUB SUPPORTS 

The RTR Knights Booster Club strongly believes that 
student participation in extra-curricular activities enhances 
a student’s education and helps develop the total individual. 
We support students in ALL activities – Academic, Arts, and 
Athletic.

The RTR Booster Club has donated to various groups in the 
past, including:
 • State Football
 • After Prom
 • Class Trips (History, Zoology, Photography, Anatomy)
 • State One Act Plays
 • State Speech
 • FFA
The more people we get involved in the RTR Booster Club, 
the more we can help support the many extra-curricular 
activities RTR has to offer our students.  If you’re interested 
in volunteering with the Booster Club, becoming an active 
voting member, or making a donation, please contact one of 
the current RTR Booster Club Officers listed below.   

President: Shawna Christianson ■ schristianson21@yahoo.com
Secretary: Jamie Schreurs ■ jamie.schreurs@usbank.com
Treasurer: Lisa Muenchow ■ davelisa@itctel.com
Apparel: Kitsie Carr ■ kitsiecarr@gmail.com
   Amy Cowell ■ amy.cowell@usbank.com

Please watch the district newsletter, the RTR School’s 
Website www.rtrschools.org and the RTR Booster Club 
Facebook page for further updates.   

BUS ROUTE INFORMATION 
Tyler Bus Service will be mailing bus route information and assignments to eligible families prior to the annual open houses for RTR 
Schools. Families should receive their route information by August 14th. 

Please call Tyler Bus Company Manager, Jordan Bennett, at 507-247-5866 if you have not received your route assignment by 
that day or if you have other questions related to busing.
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Greetings from RTR Elementary School!

Hello! My name is Cristy Olsen and I am your new Elementary 
Principal. As I write this letter, I am filled 
with excitement for the opportunity 
to be a member of the RTR school 
district. I come to you ready to serve 
and to continue to build on the solid 
foundation of RTR schools. I am 
excited to work together with the elementary team and 
the rest of the RTR staff to continue to welcome you to 
our school and to deliver your children the highest quality 
education. 

I am married to Travis Olsen and we live in Hendricks, 
MN. Over the last 3 years, I have worked with SWWC 
as a Special Education Director and most recently the 
Site Administrator at the Educational Learning Center in 
Pipestone. Prior to that, I was the elementary principal for 
Deubrook Area School District in SD. Stepping away from 
the role of a principal for the past three years was a good 
professional growth experience for me, but I am ready 
to get back where my heart belongs. Life takes us on 
different paths and provides us many opportunities and 
I am grateful to be the elementary principal here at RTR.

 
My husband and I have two children who have graduated 
from college and are now off on their own career paths. 
We love to spend time with them and gather with our 
families and friends. We both enjoy golfing, but I have 
come to accept the fact that I am a forever beginner in 
that sport. In addition to golfing, we enjoy many outdoor 
activities and love to travel! 

I know that although it may be nice to learn a little about 
who your new principal is, what you really want to hear 
from me is an answer to the following question: “What 
will school look like this year?” As I am sure you are well 
aware of by now, we will be working with three different 
scenarios. We will be prepared to teach and move from 
one scenario to another should our county numbers 
dictate us to do so.
Scenario 1: In-person learning for all students
Scenario 2: Hybrid learning with strict social distance 
and capacity limits
Scenario 3: Distance learning only

Whatever the learning scenario please know that we are doing all we can to 
provide a safe learning environment for all.  We will be ready for any scenario 
and we will work together as a team to do our best for you and your families. 
Early Childhood Screening:  August 11 and 12 from 8:00-12:00. This time is for 
our littlest learners (Ages 3 ½ to age 5) who have not been screened yet. If you 
have a child who needs screening please call the elementary office at 658-3301 
to schedule a time! 
Elementary Open House:  Unfortunately, we will not be able to hold our traditional 
back to school open house this year. This year we will be scheduling times with 
our youngest “new to school” children. The Preschool and Kindergarten teachers 
will be reaching out to families to set up a time for this. August 19 will be the date 
for these opportunities. We will also reach out to new families who may want to 
come into the school and meet their teacher and check out the building. 
First Day of School:  August 26, 2020 – Welcome back!
Staff Changes:  Please welcome Amanda Drake to Kindergarten, Angela Witte 
to First Grade, Angela Fritz to Fourth Grade and Lily Appelgren as our Tech 
integrationist.

There are so many exciting things happening at RTR Elementary! I look forward 
to meeting you all! Here’s to an unforgettable year of learning new things and 
meaningful moments as we come back together at RTR Elementary! 
We truly are better together!

~Cristy Olsen
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CENSUS FORM 
RTR School District Resident,

If you are new to the area or have children under the age of five, please complete 
and return the form below to RTR Elementary School.

We need this information in order to properly calculate funding for our School 
Readiness Program. Your information will also be added to our Early Childhood 
Screening list so that when your child reaches screening age, we can contact you 
to set up an appointment for preschool screening.

We greatly appreciate your help in this matter.

Sincerely, RTR Elementary School

CENSUS FORM

    Parent/Guardian Name: _______________________________________

    Address: ___________________________________________________

    City, State, Zip: ______________________________________________

    Phone Number: ______________________________________________

    *Child’s Name: ______________________________________________

    *Child’s DOB: _________________   Child’s Gender:    M _____  F _____

*Please list all children under the age of five.*   Include additional paper if needed.
Mail Completed Form To: RTR Elementary School PO Box B Ruthton, MN 56170
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 FACES FACES
Hi, I’m Amanda Drake. My family and 
I are happy to share that I will be teaching Kindergarten 
at RTR this fall! My husband, Cade, and I both graduated 
from RTR. My four children, Kai (9th grade), Jens (7th 
grade), Juhl (7th grade) and Svea (3rd grade) are all 
proud to be RTR Knights, too!
Following my college graduation from South Dakota 
State University, I taught first grade at St. Mary’s School 
in Tracy, MN. For the past 11 years, I have been fortunate 
to share in the early education of children in the preschool 
classroom in Lake Benton. 
In my free time, I enjoy volunteering in my community 
and in my church. I enjoy playing piano, running, and 
going on bike rides with my family. This spring and 
summer, it has been especially fun for us to ride bike by 
the construction of our new school! 

I’m honored to “come home” to RTR! I can’t wait to share my passion for 
meaningful and joyful early learning experiences with the students and families 
within the RTR School district.  

Hi, my name is Angie Witte. I am a new first grade teacher.  I 
graduated from Balaton High school, and earned my education 
degree from Northwestern College in Orange City, IA. This will 
be my 28th year of teaching. During my teaching career I have 
had the opportunity to teach 3rd grade, 4th grade, 6th grade 
and Kindergarten. After 27 years of teaching Kindergarten at 
Murray County Central, I am excited for the new challenge of 
being a 1st grade teacher. 
My husband Neil and I live in Tyler with our two children; Madison (a 2020 
graduate of RTR), and Caleb (a junior). I enjoy reading, spending time with 
family and friends and attending events our children participate in. Our family 
has made memories camping, hiking in Montana, and working at the Tyler pool. 
I am committed to the students in the RTR district. I look forward to building a 
strong foundation of skills, instilling a love for learning, and helping each student 
build confidence in their individual abilities. I am excited to be part of the RTR 
staff and look forward to getting to know the students and their families. 

RTR PRESCHOOL PROGRAMS 
If you have a child turning 3 or 4 by Sept. 1st consider enrolling him/her in an RTR 
Preschool Program.  We still have openings in the Russell 3 year old program 
and the Ruthton Tuesday/Thursday 4 year old program.

Age Requirement: To attend the three year old class, your child must be three 
years of age by September 1, 2020.   To attend the four year old class, your child 
must be four years of age by September 1, 2020.

Tuition:  The four year old preschool tuition is based on a sliding fee scale.  
Families are encouraged to fill out the Federal School Lunch Free & Reduced 
form (available on the RTR School website under Parents & Students).  This 
determines if you will be paying the full fee or reduced fee.  Parents only need to 
complete one form per family and this information will be forwarded to the District 
Lunch Supervisor.  Families who qualify for a reduced fee may also qualify for 
an early learning scholarship through the MN Department of Education.  To 
apply for an early learning scholarship, please contact the elementary office and 
request an application.  The three year old program is a school district sponsored 

program so there is no sliding fee scale.

3-YEAR OLD CLASS TUITION
RUSSELL – 2 days per week (Tuesday & Thursday); August – May (10 months)
Monthly Tuition: Full Fee $116 per month 

4-YEAR OLD CLASS TUITION
RUTHTON – 2 days per week (Tuesday & Thursday); August – May (10 months)
Monthly Tuition: Full Fee $116 per month 
  Reduced Fee $105 per month  
 
The registration packet can be downloaded on the RTR School website under
District Announcements:  www.rtrschools.org

September 2020  
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 

 

2 3 
CC @ 

Canby/Minneota 
5:00 pm 

 

4 

No School 

5 

6 7 

No School 

8 

 

9 10 
CC @ TMB 4:30 pm 

 

11 

  

12 

FFA Springfield Trap 
Shoot 

 

 

13 14 
CC @ Marshall 4:30 

pm 
 

15 
 

16 17 
 

18 
 

19 
FFA MLA Trap Shoot 

20 21 
 

22 
CC @ LQPV 4:30 pm 

 

23 
FFA Greenhand Day  

FFA COW  

24 
ASVAB Test 

 

25 
Fall Picture Day—All 

Schools 
FFA State Trap Shoot 

 

26 
FFA State Trap Shoot 

 

27 28 
 

29 
 

30 
1st Quarter Midterms 
FFA U of M Fall Invite 

   

*All events subject to change based on current COVID-19 conditions. 

October 2020  
lkjhjh 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
    1 

CC @ YME 4:00 pm 
ES After School 

Reading 

2 
 

3 
FFA Region Service 

Day 
 

4 
Homecoming 

Coronation 

5 
ES After School Math 
Homecoming Week 

6 
Homecoming Week 

7 
Homecoming Week 

8 
CC @ Luverne 4:15 

pm 
ES After School 

Reading  
Homecoming Week 

9 
Homecoming Week 

10 
 

11 12 
CC @ Adrian 4:00 

pm 
ES After School Math  

13 
FFA Region VI 

Contest 
 

14 
PSAT Tests 

15 
MEA-No School 

16 
MEA-No School 

17 

18 19 
ES After School Math 

 

20 
CC Conference 

Tournament 
 

21 
 

22 
ES After School 

Reading 

23 
 

24 

25 26 
ES After School Math 

27 
 

28 
FFA National 
Convention 

29 
FFA National 
Convention 

CC Sections @ 
Luverne 4:00 pm 

ES After School 
Reading 

30 
FFA National 
Convention 

1st Quarter Ends 
 

31 
FFA National 
Convention 

 

       
*All events subject to change based on current COVID-19 conditions. 

November 2020  
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 

FFA Roster Due 

2 

No School-Teacher 
Workshop 

 

3 

2nd Quarter Begins 

4 5 

ES After School 
Reading 

6 

CC State 
Tournament @ St. 

Olaf College 

7 

 

8 9 

All RTR Schools 
Conferences  4-7 pm 

HS GBB Practice 
Begins 

MS GBB & BBB 
Practice begins 

 

10 11 

ES Veterans Day 
Program 9:00 am 

MS Veterans Day 
Program 9:00 am 

HS Veterans Day 
Program 1:30 pm 

12 

All RTR Schools 
Conferences 4-7 pm 

13 14 

15 16 

HS BBB Practice 
begins 

Wrestling practice 
begins 

ES After School Math  

17 

HS Fall Concert  7:30 
pm 

18 19 

ES After School 
Reading 

 

20 

1st Trimester Ends 

21 

22 23 

2nd Trimester Begins 

MS GBB vs MCC 4:30 
pm 

MS BBB @ MCC 4:30 
pm 

ES After School Math 

24 

HS GBB @ H/BC 6:00 
pm 

25 

No School-Teacher 
Comp Day 

26 

No School  

27 

No School 

28 

29 30 
ES After School Math 

     

*All events subject to change based on current COVID-19 conditions. 
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534 UNPAID MEAL CHARGES POLICY
Adopted:                    06/21/17 MSBA/MASA Model Policy 534          Orig. 2017
Revised:    03/11/20                            Rev. 2019

534 UNPAID MEAL CHARGES

I. PURPOSE The purpose of this policy is to ensure that students receive healthy 
and nutritious meals through the school district’s nutrition program and that 
school district employees, families, and students have a shared understanding 
of expectations regarding meal charges.  The policy seeks to allow students 
to receive the nutrition they need to stay focused during the school day and 
minimize identification of students with insufficient funds to pay for school meals 
as well as to maintain the financial integrity of the school nutrition program.

II. PAYMENT OF MEALS 
A. Students have use of a family meal account. Family meal accounts should be 
maintained with a positive balance at all times.  If a family balance reaches zero, 
a student may no longer charge any ala-carte items until the negative balance 
is paid.  Families may add money to their family meal account at any time by 
submitting a payment at the school office.  

B. If the school district receives school lunch aid under Minn. Stat. § 124D.111, 
it must make lunch available without charge to all participating students who 
qualify for free or reduced-price meals regardless of account balance.

C. A student with an outstanding meal charge debt will be allowed to purchase 
a meal if the student pays for the meal when 
it is received.

D. If a family balance reaches -$50.00, 
students will be provided with an alternate 
meal that meets federal and state 
requirements unless the student can pay 
cash for the meal.  Parents will be notified 
of the low balance and the alternative meals 
being served until a payment is made.  The 
school district will accommodate special 
dietary needs with respect to alternate meals.  
The cost of the alternative meal ($1.00) will 
be charged to the family meal account.

E. When a student has a negative account 
balance, the student will not be allowed to 
charge a snack item.

III. LOW OR NEGATIVE ACCOUNT 
BALANCES – NOTIFICATION 

A. The school district will make reasonable 
efforts to notify families when meal account 
balances are low or fall below zero.

B. Families will be notified of a low balance 
once the balance reacher $6.00.  Families 
will be notified by email and/or letters sent 
home. 

C. Reminders for payment of outstanding 
student meal balances will not demean or 
stigmatize any student participating in the 
school lunch program.

IV.UNPAID MEAL CHARGES

A. The school district will make reasonable 
efforts to communicate with families to 
resolve the matter of unpaid charges. 
Where appropriate, families may be  
encouraged to apply for free and reduced-
price meals for their children.
 
B. The school district will make reasonable 
efforts to collect unpaid meal charges  
classified as delinquent debt.  Unpaid meal 
charges are designated as delinquent  
debt when payment is overdue, the debt is 
considered collectable, and efforts  are 
being made to collect it.

C. Negative balances not paid prior to the 
end of the school year, will be turned over 
to the superintendent or superintendent’s 
designee for collection. Collection options 
may include, but are not limited to, use of 
collection agencies, claims in the conciliation 
court, or any other legal method permitted by 
law. 

D. The school district may not enlist the 
assistance of non-school district employees, 
such as volunteers, to engage in debt 

collection efforts. 

LUNCH
LUNCH

 

RRTTRR  EElleemmeennttaarryy  22002200--22002211  
SScchhooooll  YYeeaarr  SSuuppppllyy  LLiisstt  

Kindergarten 
Backpack 
#2 Orange Pencils (at least 10) – sharpened 
1 Box of Pencil Top Erasers 
24 Count Crayola Crayons 
8 Color Crayola Washable Watercolors (Paint) 
8 Count Pack Crayola Washable Color Markers (large tip) 
8 Count Pack Crayola Washable Color Markers (small tip) 
2 Black EXPO White Board Markers 
Pencil Box (preferably 8 x 5 size) 
1-2 Small Pink Eraser(s) 
10 Glue Sticks (preferably Elmer’s) 
1 Blunt Edge Scissor 
1 3 Ring Binder – 1” 
Extra Set of Clothes 
1 Box of Bandaids 
1 set of Headphones* (in Ziploc bag and initialed) *no earbuds 
1 75 Count of Tissues or Kleenex (boys) 
1 Container of Clorox Wipes (girls) 
1 wireless mouse (optional) 
First Grade 
Backpack 
#2 Pencils (24) – Plain not “fancy” - Sharpened 
Large Pencil Box – that will fit one pack of markers 
1 – 24 Count Crayola Crayons 
1 Pack of Colored Pencils 
1 – 8 Count Pack of Markers – large tips 
2 Highlighters 
2 Dry Erase Markers 
8-10 Glue Sticks- Hotchkin 
4 Large Erasers 
1 pack of pencil top erasers  
Pointed Scissors 
1 Spiral Notebooks 
2 Sturdy Pocket Folders – any color/design 
2 75 Count of Tissues or Kleenex 
1 Pack of Clorox Wipes 
1 Reusable Fabric Tote Bag for a reading bag (labelled with name)- 
Hotchkin 
1 set of Headphones (in Ziploc bag and initialed) 
2 bottles of hand sanitizer 
2 rolls of paper towel 
1 wireless mouse (optional) 
Second Grade 
Backpack 
#2 Pencils (at least 12) - sharpened 
Markers – large tip - any quantity 
Crayons or Colored Pencils - any quantity 
Glue Sticks (at least 6)   
Scissors 
Pencil Box  
2 Wide Ruled Notebooks 
2 Pocket Folders 
1 Reusable Bag (to use as a book bag) 
1 Box Tissues (Mrs. Jensen’s Class only) 
1 Container of Clorox Wipes (Mrs. Kidman’s Class only)  
1 set of Headphones* (in Ziploc bag with name written on it) *no 
earbuds 
1 wireless mouse (optional) 
 
 
K – 2nd 1 set of Headphones* (in Ziploc bag with name written on 

it) *no earbuds 
 
 

*Masks will be required for all students.* 
 

Third Grade 
Backpack 
Pencil Box or Zippered Pencil Case 
#2 Pencils (at least 24) 
1 Black Sharpie 
1 Highlighter 
8 Dry Erase Markers  
1 (8 Count) Fine Tip Colored Markers 
24 Count of Crayola crayons or colored pencils 
1 Pkg. Pencil Top Erasers 
1 Large Eraser 
8 Glue Sticks 
Pointed Scissors 
4 Pocket Folders (Red, Blue, Green, One of Their Choice) 
3 (70 Count) Wide Ruled Notebooks 
1 Box of 175 Count of Tissues or Kleenex 
1 Container of Clorox Wipes 
1 Reusable Fabric Tote Bag (to use as book bag) 
1 set of Headphones/Earbuds (in Ziploc bag and initialed) 
1 wireless mouse (optional) 
Fourth Grade 
Backpack 
1 Supply Box 
#2 Pencils (at least 100) - Mechanical OK- 50 for first semester, 50 
for 2nd semester, extras will be returned at the end of the year 
1 Pkg. Pencil Top Erasers 
2 Pens 
1 Highlighter 
1 Black Sharpie 
Crayons or Colored Pencils (No Markers) 
8 Small Black Dry Erase Markers 
1 Dry Erase eraser or clean sock 
12 Glue Sticks 
Pointed Scissors 
3 (70 Count) College Ruled Notebooks  
5 plastic pocket folders with prongs  
1 1 inch binder- any color w/clear view on cover  
1 Box of 175 Count of Tissues or Kleenex 
1 Pack of Clorox Wipes 
1 Reusable Fabric Tote Bag  
1 set of Headphones/Earbuds (in Ziploc bag and initialed) 
1 wireless mouse (optional) 
Fifth Grade 
Backpack 
1-FIVE STAR 7 pocket expandable folder WITH zipper 
1-take home folder 
1-3 pronged folder for Science fair 
2-packages of loose leaf paper-college ruled 
2-composition notebooks 
1-pencil case 
1-pencils-(40) 
2-pens (red/blue) 
1-sharpie 
2-highlighters (different colors) 
1-colored pencils--set of 12-- 
2-LARGE glue sticks 
1-bottle of glue 
8-LARGE dry erase markers (blue/black only) 
1-large pink eraser 
1-roll of masking tape 
1-roll of replacement scotch tape 
1-box of tissues 
1-set of earbuds (in ziploc bag with name on it) 
1 wireless mouse (optional) 

3rd – 5th 1 set of Headphones/Earbuds (in Ziploc bag and 
initialed) 

 

RTR ELEMENTARY 2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR SUPPLY LIST

TAKE YOUR SEAT

I N  T H E  N E W  R T R  A U D I T O R I U M !

The Mission of the RTR Educational Foundation is
to enrich educational programs, invest in innovative
opportunities that would not otherwise be possible,
and expand lifetime opportunities and experiences

for our RTR students and community. 

Make a tax-deductible donation to the RTR Educational
Foundation at anytime at

givemn.org/RTREducationalFoundation 
or send in your donations to:
RTR Educational Foundation

PO Box 101
Tyler, MN 56178

There's still time to

Follow RTR Educational Foundation on
Facebook to stay updated on the Take Your

Seat campaign!

We're halfway to filling the RTR
Auditorium with state-of-the-art seating.
Just over 200 opportunities remaining to

support a chair with a $200 donation. Each
donor will receive recognition in the

auditorium on a special donor wall. Act
fast, a limited number of seats and donor

recognition opportunities are left!

E. The school district may not deny any student the opportunity to participate in 
graduation ceremonies or other commencement activities due to unpaid meal 
charges.

V. COMMUNICATION OF POLICY 

A. This policy and any pertinent supporting information shall be provided in 
writing (i.e., mail, email, back-to-school packet, student handbook, etc.) to: 
    1. all households at or before the start of each school year;
    2. students and families who transfer into the school district, at the time 
        of enrollment; and
    3. all school district personnel who are responsible for enforcing this policy.
 B. The school district may post the policy on the school district’s website, in 
addition to providing the required written notification described above.

Legal References: 
Minn. Stat. § 124D.111, Subd. 4 
42 U.S.C. § 1751 et seq. (Healthy and Hunger-Free Kids Act)
7 C.F.R. § 210 et seq. (School Lunch Program Regulations)
7 C.F.R. § 220.8 (School Breakfast Program Regulations)
USDA Policy Memorandum SP 46-2016, Unpaid Meal Charges: Local Meal Charge 
Policies (2016) 
USDA Policy Memorandum SP 47-2016, Unpaid Meal Charges: Clarification on 
   Collection of Delinquent Meal Payments (2016) 
USDA Policy Memorandum SP 23-2017, Unpaid Meal Charges: Guidance & Q&A
Minn. Op. Atty. Gen. 169j (May 14, 2019) (Letter to Ricker)

PROCEDURAL REQUIREMENTS OF SECTION 
504 OF THE REHABILITATION ACT OF 1973

In compliance with the procedural requirements of Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the following Notice of Parent/Student Rights in 
Identification, Evaluation, and Placement shall be utilized in RTR Public Schools.  

Should a parent/guardian have any questions, please contact 507-247-5911. The 
parent also has the right to meet with the superintendent or designee and/or the 
local school board to resolve any objections to either the evaluation or educational 
placement of the student.
 
    i. Organizations and agencies which the parent/guardian may contact to obtain 
assistance      
      with evaluation and/or placement questions include, but are not limited to the 
following:
 
Office for Civil Rights, Region V  MN Department of Education
US Department of Education  Division of Compliance & Assistance
500 W. Madison Street Suite 1475  1500 Highway 36 West
Chicago, IL 60661   Roseville, MN 55113-4266
Tel.  312-730-1560   Tel.  651-582-8689
Fax  312-730-1576   Fax  651-582-8725
TDD  312-730-1609   TDD  651-582-8201 

DATA PRIVACY 
Much attention has been focused on student records, computerization of 
data, individual rights of privacy, and the needs of your school district to obtain 
information concerning each student.  

The RTR Board of Education has adopted Data Privacy Guidelines.  Your school 
administration has also developed procedures to inform parents and students of 
their rights, of the informational needs of the district and of measures taken by the 
school district to protect your rights. These procedures are explained in the Data 
Privacy Guidelines.  

While the school district must obtain and use certain information about each 
student to plan the best possible educational program, this need must be balanced 
with the right of each student and parent to privacy.  Access to student information 
by third parties is limited and controlled as specified by law and policy.  

Our Data Privacy Guidelines specify the types of information collected and how 
that information is maintained, summarized, or released.  They also describe 
safeguards available to insure privacy of student records.  

If you have questions, please contact the District Office at 507-247-5911.  
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¡Hola! My name is Miranda Gravley! I am the new 
Spanish teacher for the Knights! I am a graduate of RTR 
and am elated to be back in our community.  I look forward 
to extracurricular activities. I will be coaching middle 
school volleyball and attending many other events! 
As for hobbies, I am an “auntie-extraordinaire”.  I have 
13—soon to be 14—nieces and nephews that I adore! I 
enjoy lake time, camping, gardening, music, and quality 
time w friends and family! 
Three Fun facts: I loathe scary movies. I’ve travelled to 14 
countries. In my opinion, the smell of skunk is aromatic. 
I’m bursting with excitement about the upcoming school 
year!! ¡Hasta luego!

HI
GH

 SC
HO

OL
HI

GH
 SC

HO
OL

Dear Parents and Students of the RTR High School,

Welcome back to another school year at the Russell/Tyler/
Ruthton School District.  I am very much looking forward 
to my seventh year as High School Principal at RTR and 
probably the most challenging of my 24-year career. I will 
also be continuing in the role of HS Activities Director but will 
be sharing the position with Mr. Baartman on a larger scale 

than in previous years. I look forward to seeing everyone again and getting to 
know more parents and students this upcoming year.

We will have one new face at the High School this year. Miranda Gravley will be 
replacing Janet Gustafson as our Foreign Language teacher. Ms. Gravely is not 
a stranger to RTR having graduated a few years back and also has done some 
volleyball coaching in previous years. Please welcome her to our school when 
you see her.

Pre-Registration for classes took place last spring. Students in grades 9-12 should 
have a full schedule of 6-7 credits. Final registration for students in grades 10-12 
will take place on the afternoon of August 17 and any time on August 18 and 19. 
Freshmen will receive their schedule the night of orientation. Ms. DeSmith will 
be here on those days to assist students with their schedules. Students should 
make any schedule changes prior to August 26 to avoid long lines and waiting 
for the counselor. Students will have 3 days to drop/add classes without penalty.

High School Open House will be a little different this year. With the COVID-19 
pandemic, I felt it best if we did not have a large group of students and parents 
gathering in one spot. RTR staff will be posting videos of what their expectations 
are for their classes, what platforms they use in those classes, what is needed 
for their classes and anything else that pertains to their classes that students will 
need to know. This will be for all students grades 9-12 as well as all 8th grade 
students as they participate in the High School Robotics and Spanish classes. A 
JMC announcement will be sent out when the videos are available.

As you may or may not know, the secondary of our school will begin at 9:00 a.m. 
on Wednesday, August 26, 2020 with group A. Group B 
will be expected to be in attendance online for each of 
their classes. Thursday, August 27, group B will be in 
the building with Group A online. Friday, August 28, all 
students will be online in the morning for all 7 classes. 
School will end at 4:00 pm each day with the expectation 
of short schedule days (usually Wednesdays) which end 
at 11:55. ALL students are expected to be present each 
day either in-person or online. Students not present in-
person or online will be counted absent. Parents with 
students not feeling well should contact the high school 
office to report them ill or a reason why they are not in 
school or online. Unlike Distance Learning last year, 
truancy could be an issue this year for students not 
participating in school. 

ALL students should enter the building through Door 
#1 (Gym Lobby) or Door #4 (West Entrance). Students 
will be required to take their temperature and complete 
a question/answer sheet before being allowed into the 
school. Students entering Door #1 will complete the 
requirements in the gym lobby. Students entering door 
#4 will enter the library to complete their requirements. 
ALL students will be required to wear a face mask or 
face shield. This requirement is meant to protect you 
and to protect other students while in the building. If you 
have an underlying medical condition that keeps you 
from wearing a mask, please provide proper medical 
verification to the school. 

Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) will again be implemented 
in the High School. Each student will need some sort of 
device for their classes. Students will be allowed to bring 
their own Chromebook, Laptop, or other devices of their 
choice. Students are reminded your device should have at 
least a 10” screen, 2-4 GB of RAM, must have a keyboard, 
and should have a battery life of 2-6 hours. If you are in 
need of a device, the school will offer Chromebooks to 
rent to students for a $50 per year or $1 per day fee. 
Please contact the school as soon as possible to reserve 
a device for the 20-21 school year. These devices will be 
allowed to leave the building during a Hybrid schedule or 
should we transition to Distance Learning. If we transition 
to an in-person model, the devices must be checked in 
and out of the library each day and will not be allowed 
to leave the building. Students will be allowed to carry 

backpacks around the building. Sizes of these backpacks should be limited to 
12” X18” X18”. 

Ramp Up to Readiness will again be part of the student’s day on Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays when we are in an in-person model of education. This program 
introduces students to all aspects of preparing themselves for life after high 
school. It is geared toward many facets of post-secondary (not just college) 
education. The 5 Pillars of Ramp Up include Academic, Admissions, Career, 
Financial, and Personal/Social. The program is grade-level specific so the 
material is pertinent to each student.

Flexible Learning school days will once again be part of our school year should 

RTR STUDENT ACTIVITIES
All programs and events are open for students to participate depending on 
qualifications of age, grade level, and eligibility.  RTR does implement a fee 
policy for extra-curricular programs.  Activity fees were set by the RTR Board of 
Education at their July school board meeting.  A list of the extra-curricular fees 
can be found below.  Fees need to be paid prior to participation in the extra-
curricular program.  

Any student who intends to participate in the school interscholastic sports 
activities must have on file in the school a written proof of a physical examination 
performed by a physician within the previous three years.  High school football 
participants must have a physical every year.  A health questionnaire shall be 
completed annually.  A copy of eligibility information signed by the student and 
one parent or guardian prior to his/her participation in the MSHSL athletic or non-
athletic activities must also be on file in the school office.

High School Activity Fees for 2020-2021
• Boys & Girls Basketball, Volleyball, Football, Track, Golf, Baseball, Softball, 
Speech, Wrestling, Football Cheerleading, Cross Country, Drama (One Acts/
Spring Play):  $80/activity
• Instrument Rental:  $60
• High School Individual Maximum:  $200/participant (Instrument rental does not 
qualify toward individual maximum).
• Annual Family Maximum (Combination of HS & MS Activities):  $500 (Instrument 
rental does not qualify toward family maximum).

Middle School Activity Fees for 2020-2021
• Boys & Girls Basketball, Volleyball, Football, Track, Golf, Baseball, Softball, 
Speech, Wrestling, Football Cheerleading, Cross Country:  $40/activity
• Instrument Rental:  $55
• Middle School Individual Maximum:  $100/participant (Instrument rental does 
not qualify toward individual maximum).

MIDDLEMIDDLE

Greetings from the RTR Middle School.  

My name is Darren Baartman and my duties at the Middle 
School include Dean of Students, Physical Education 
teacher, and Athletic Director.  In addition, I also serve 
as an assistant varsity football coach. Given the current 
circumstances,  I truly hope that everyone was still able 
to enjoy their summer and partake in all the various fun 
summertime activities as possible. It has been a long road 

for all of us since we went to distance learning last spring. We are all hoping that 
life can get back to somewhat normal and school can once again get back on 
track. With that hope in mind, it is time once again to start thinking about and 
planning for the beginning of a new school year.

As I am writing this letter on July 26th, there is still uncertainty as to what the 
new school year is going to look like. The District is still in the planning stages 
and will be getting information out as soon as it is available. Please make sure 
to check emails, texts, and the district website for this information regarding 
school and other various school related events.  Another place to check for 
information would be the RTR Middle School Facebook page.  If you ever have 
any questions regarding events at the RTR Middle School, please call myself or 
Julie in the Middle School office.  For those students who plan on being involved 
in a fall sport please make sure all paperwork and physicals (if needed) are up 
to date.  Once again call the Middle School office with any questions.

The plan once again is to have the 8th grade students take Robotics and Spanish 
classes at the RTR High School in Tyler.  These classes will be the last period 
of the day which means some 8th graders will end their school day in Tyler.  The 
students will once again be issued a Chromebook and each device will come with 
a case.  The Middle School students will be allowed to take the Chromebooks 
home at the end of each day.  Parents please remind your student(s) to charge 
the Chromebooks every night so the devices are fully charged for the next day 
of school.  
     
I am looking forward to another great school year at the RTR Middle School and 
hope that you are as well.  These are exciting times for the RTR School District 
as we not only look to the start of this school year, but also for the years to come. 

Lastly, I want to say thank you to all the people of the RTR School District for 
making this school a great place to be!
Thank You and Go Knights!

Darren Baartman, RTR Middle School

COURSE INFORMATION - Grades 6-8
All students are scheduled into Teacher Advisor groups (TA). Each TA will meet at 
the end of the day for about 15 minutes. There are about 15 students in each TA.

Each student (grades 6-8) is enrolled in the following courses every day:
 Language Arts (Reading, Spelling, Writing, English)
 Social Studies
 Science/Health
 Physical Education
 Mathematics
 Ramp Up/Studies Skills--6th Grade
 Ramp Up/Building Citizenship--7th Grade

The following courses are offered for one quarter or one trimester:
 FACS    (6-8)
 Computer   (6-8)
 Art              (6-8)
 Theater   (8th only)
 Spanish      (8th only @ High School)
 Robotics  (8th only @ High School) 

All students have the opportunity to receive instruction in the following all year:
 ● Instrumental Music – 6-8 Grade Band is offered three periods a week.
 ● Weekly individual and group lessons are offered during the regular 
    class periods for 20 minutes per week.
 ● Vocal Music 6-8 Grade Choir is for two periods a week. 
    (Optional for 6th Grade)

Students in 7th & 8th grade may participate in the following extra-curricular activities: 
Football, Basketball, Volleyball, Track, Golf, Baseball, Softball, Cross Country, Math 
Competition, Speech, Geography Bee (8th grade), and Spelling Bee-all grades. 

7th grade students participating in any sport will need to have a sports physical 
before they are allowed to play their first game.  Any 8th grade students that have 
not had a physical and are participating in a sport will need a sports physical also.

Parents are able to view their student’s current grades in each class from their 
home computer at any time, as well as check their child’s attendance and lunch 
account balance.  All parents will be able to pay lunch and fees online this year.  
You will need a username and password - check with the school office for this.  
This is included with the JMC system.  
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2020-2021 Middle School Supply List Grades 6-8
■  CINCH BAG
■  SPIRAL NOTEBOOKS FOR CLASS NOTES
■  COMPOSITION NOTEBOOK   (7th Grade Only)
■  PENCIL HOLDER FOR THE BINDER
■  LOOSE LEAF PAPER FOR ASSIGNMENTS
■  (5) 2-POCKET FOLDERS FOR THE BINDER
■  PENCILS, PENS and ERASERS
■  CALCULATOR 
■  COLORED PENCILS 
■  EARBUDS TO BE KEPT AT SCHOOL (INEXPENSIVE)

OPEN DAY PROCEDURES: All students are to report to the gymnasium at 8:15 
am on Wednesday, August 26, 2020.

ACTIVITY FEES:
Band and instrumental rental $60.00      Track  $40.00
Boys Basketball   $40.00      Golf   $40.00
Girls Basketball   $40.00      Softball  $40.00
Volleyball   $40.00      Baseball  $40.00
Football    $40.00      Speech  $40.00
Student Activity Tickets  $40.00      Adult Activity Tickets $90.00
 $100 Max/participant (band rental not included in this amount)

SCHOOL MEALS: Meal tickets will be purchased during T-A time in the office. 
Cost is $2.90 per student meal. Students who bring their own lunches may 
purchase a carton of milk for $.45. See new hot lunch information in the all-
school mailing.

STUDENT HANDBOOK: Students and parents are responsible for the contents 
of the RTR Middle School handbook.

SHUTTLE BUS: The shuttle bus for the Middle School will depart from Ruthton & 
Tyler at 7:50 am. Upon arrival at Russell students will report to their 1st Hour class.

ACTIVITY BUS: An activity bus is provided for students participating in after-
school activities. Departing time from Russell is 5:30 and from Tyler at 5:45.

ATTENDANCE: Your attendance record is one of the most important parts of 
your school record! A very careful record is kept of all absences and tardiness. 
Students should pride themselves with punctuality and regularity in attendance. 
Excuses will be classified by the Administration as excused or unexcused. 
Work not completed as specified by the teacher will be graded as a zero or an 
incomplete grade will be issued.

SCHOOL DISCIPLINE: It is the position of the school district that a fair and 
equitable district-wide school policy will contribute to the quality of a student’s 
education experience. We ask for the cooperation of our parents to support the 
school discipline policy. The complete school discipline policy is found in the 
student and parent handbook.

BUS ROUTES: Parents will be notified of the 2020-21 bus routes by the Tyler Bus Service. 

Beginning Information for Middle School

they be needed. Having ended the 2020 school year with Distance Learning, 
we hope we have all the kinks worked out regarding Flexible Learning and it will 
go much better this year. Please pay close attention to the requirements of the 
Flexible Learning days as several students did not complete their assignments 
and were consequently counted absent for those class periods.  

From an AD perspective, most Fall activities have been postponed and moved 
to the spring. However, Cross Country will begin on August 17th. As more 
information on schedules becomes available, I will get that out to you as soon 
as possible. 

There will NOT be mandatory ALL sports meeting on Thursday, August 13, 2020, 
in the RTR High School Gym. We will hold individual sport meetings prior to their 
season starting, much like we did a few years back. Cross Country will host their 
meeting soon. A JMC message will be sent out to announce that meeting time 
and place.  

The end of last year was a great yet challenging year for our school and for me 
personally. With Distance Learning, canceled sporting events, social distancing, 
and my own health issues, it was very difficult to get a flow or rhythm of a schedule 
at the end of the year. I’m hoping we do not experience that type of school 
year again, but I will say that parents and students should be ready for anything 
this year. It will be extremely important for parents and students to monitor the 
goings-on of the school and the state as we enter the 2020-21 school year. 
All of the above information is contingent upon local and state guidance and 
could change at a moment's notice.  I am excited about the upcoming year and 
I want to make it the best school year possible for your student. If you have any 
questions, feel free to contact me at the school.

Dan Bettin, High School Principal 
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Activity calendars are available for purchase in 
the format and the locations listed below: 

 
Wall Calendar:  $5 

Pocket Calendar:  $3 
 

School Offices in Russell, Tyler & Ruthton 
Tyler Tribute Office, Tyler, MN 

Buffalo Ridge Express, Ruthton, MN 
 

Keep track of the activities at  
RTR Public Schools. 

 

GO KNIGHTS!!! 
 

 

2020 – 2021 RTR KNIGHTS 
ACTIVITY CALENDARS 

 


